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knew ste had been in the wrong in exhaling her im-
patience and irritation against the flirtations of Madame
d'Houdetot in her letters to G-rimm, melted into tears
when she saw her favourite old friend, her " bear/' whom
she did not intend to injure; and the poor " bear," who
did not understand how it had happened, but who, in
sight of the dear lady who built him his retreat, could
not believe, in spite of the evidence which stared him in
the face, that she had meant him unkindness, burst into
tears also. The two old friends embraced each other:
the quarrel was patched up without any explanation,
and things went on outwardly as before.

Before examining what Madame d'Epinay's faults
really were against Rousseau upon this occasion, we
have to decide the much more important question to
us, of whether Eousseau can be shown guilty of the
tc crime " of base suspiciousness against an old friend; if
not of ingratitude towards a benefactress? We have
to decide further whether there were any grounds for
the charge made by Diderot of falsity against Rousseau,
in that he wept at Madame d'Epinay's feet, and im-
plored her pardon for his unjust suspicions; yet repeated
the same accusations against her behind her back.

We shall find it proved that Rousseau committed
neither of these crimes.

He was not basely suspicious; nor was it his diseased
imagination which suggested to Mm that Madame
d'Epinay had been the tale-bearer who had revealed
to the Marquis in Westphalia what was going on in the
forest of Montmorency. But Madame d'Houdetot
informed him that her lover had been made jealous by
some tale-bearer; and that she believed the mischief-
maker was Madame (TEpinay, who had already tried to
stir up strife between herself and Saint-Lambert.

Again Rousseau had no suspicion that Madame
dTSpinay had abused her position by endeavouring to
gain over Therfese to her ends; but Thfirdse herself
amazed Mm by the assertion that the lady had en-expresses the dislikes of Grimm, when she ist vous pouvez compfer
